Developments in databases and computing are helping to create a revolution in health and in biomedical research. Many aspects of medicine are increasingly data-centric, from basics such as record-keeping to diagnosis and biological discovery. Drivers of change include massive curated biological data sets, consolidations of medical knowledge into systematised online repositories, innovations in data linkage, change of practice in hospitals, and new diagnostic technologies. However, the volumes of data means that new database and computational innovations are required if the data's value is to be fully exploited. This talk reviews the biomedical mechanisms that are creating data and explores achievements and challenges for database researchers in future health.
